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Introduction and a Note from Your New 
Regional Advisor
by Anita Miettunen

Welcome to the latest SCBWI 
Canada West Newsletter! 
Between these pages I hope 
you’ll enjoy reading about many 
of our members’ recent good 
news; be inspired by our 2017 
SCBWI Crystal Kite award 
winner; gain insights from 
our feature about the 2017 LA 
summer conference; and delight 
in the amazing illustrations 
sent in by members. Thanks 
to everyone who contributed to 
this version of the Western Tale 
Spinner, especially Danette Byatt 
who has done a stellar job on 
the layout.

As your new Regional Advisor 
(RA), I’d also like to briefly 
introduce myself. I became 
Canada West’s RA in June 
2017, after five years of active 
participation in SCBWI. I 
currently live in Vancouver, 
where I enjoy spending time 
outdoors, writing, and exploring 
art. Although my background is 
in environmental science, I’ve 
also studied art and I’m now 
completing my MA in Children’s 
Literature at the University of 
British Columbia. Along with 

developing my own writing 
and illustration projects, I enjoy 
writing book reviews, and 
supporting others in their craft. 
SCBWI has been a great way 
for me to connect with others 
and push my work further, and I 
hope many of you will also find 
creative support through  
this community. 

Another exciting change to 
announce is that with our 
increasing membership growth, 
we have been able to add 
a new volunteer position to 
SCBWI Canada West: Assistant 
Regional Advisor (ARA). Jennifer 
Barr, our past RA, decided to 
step into the ARA role in June 
2017 and I’m grateful that 
she’ll be continuing to help 
in many areas of our chapter 
such as with our website, 
general communications, and 
posting about other regional 
webinars. We are also fortunate 
that Nancy Vo is continuing 
as our permanent Illustrator 
Coordinator. She’s been 
organizing many innovative 
meetings in the lower mainland 
and also reaching out to our 

very active illustrators in Alberta. 
Several other members continue 
to support the chapter through 
behind the scenes support and 
by leading new and existing 
critique groups. Thanks to all  
of you! 

I would also like to extend a 
warm welcome to all the new 
members who have joined 
SCBWI Canada West over the 
past year! Our region covers 
a vast area which can seem 
daunting when it comes to 
staying in touch. But I hope 
this newsletter is one way we 
as writers and illustrators can 
connect with each other and 
create community. We’ll be 
putting out a call for our next 
newsletter sometime in spring 
2018. In the meantime, please  
be sure to stay connected 
through following SCBWI 
Canada West on Twitter or 
Facebook, signing up for our 
listserv (for members only)  
and checking out our website  
at canadawest.scbwi.org. 
Suggestions and comments  
are always welcome and may be 
sent to canadawest@scbwi.org.

Best wishes to all for the fall and 
winter season!

Anita Miettunen 
Regional Advisor (RA)

Jennifer Barr 
Assistant Regional 
Advisor (ARA)

Nancy Vo 
Illustrator Coordinator 
(IC)

http://www.anitamiettunen.com/
https://canadawest.scbwi.org/
mailto:canadawest%40scbwi.org?subject=
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SCBWI Canada West — Conferences  
and Workshops 
by Anita Miettunen

This year, we decided to 
organize a smaller-scale 
workshop in the Vancouver 
lower mainland that offered 
a skill-based focus with one 
presenter. We made this 
switch from organizing larger 
scale annual Canada West 
conferences as unfortunately, 
over the past few years, it  
was no longer cost-effective  
to run larger meetings. Our  
members are spread across  
vast geographical distances 
and it was challenging to bring 
in the participant numbers to 
warrant the costs associated 
with meeting space rentals, 
booking speakers, covering 
presenters’ travel etc., even 
when opening up the conference 
to non-members. 

So we’ve started experimenting 
locally with organizing smaller-
scale workshops. Jennifer Barr, 
in her role as Regional Advisor 
earlier this year spearheaded 
this initiative. She did a 
tremendous job organizing a 
SCBWI Canada West spring 
writers workshop that was held 
Saturday, May 13, 2017 at the 
historic Joy Kogawa House 
in Vancouver. This workshop 
was led by award-winning 
author and SCBWI Canada 
West member, Margriet Ruurs, 
who travelled from Salt Spring 
Island, BC. Margriet, who has 
published many books, shared 
her writing process, experience, 

and tips including researching 
non-fiction works. It was 
also the perfect occasion to 
formally recognize and honour 
Margriet as the recipient of the 
2016 Crystal Kite Award for 
Canada for her book, A Brush 
Full of Colour (Pajama Press). 
There was plenty of time to 
socialize before the workshop 
started, enjoy snacks, and 
savour the historic venue. 
Thank you, Jennifer, for putting 
it all together; and thank 
you, Margriet, for leading an 
informative workshop!

We are now planning our 
next SCBWI Canada 
West workshop in 
the Vancouver area 
for late April or early 
May 2018. This will 
likely be a session for 
illustrators featuring 
the craft of cartooning. 
Stay tuned for updates 
that will be posted on 
our website and social 

media as details firm up. And if 
you are outside the Vancouver 
lower mainland but interested in 
organizing a workshop in your 
area, I would be happy to share 
tips and can be contacted at 
canadawest@scbwi.org.

Some of our Canada West 
members have also been 
travelling to the SCBWI Western 
Washington Conference for 
Writers and Illustrators, held 
regularly in Redmond, WA. 
Due to the greater population 
and scale of publishing in 
the US, this is a huge (and 
amazing!) conference with 
many editors, art directors, 
and agents attending. Notably, 
this conference has also been 
scaled back in that it is now 
only organized every two years. 
In April 2017, over a dozen 
SCBWI Canada West members 
attended, travelling from the 
Vancouver lower mainland as 
well as Vancouver Island. The 
next conference in Redmond is 
planned for 2019.

http://www.anitamiettunen.com/
mailto:canadawest%40scbwi.org?subject=
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SCBWI Canada West —   
Critique Groups
Over the past year, we’ve 
expanded the number of our 
critique groups! We now have 
writing groups running in 
Burnaby, Vancouver, South 
Vancouver Island, and 

Edmonton; and an illustrating 
group in Vancouver. These 
critique groups are running 
thanks to the time and 
generosity of our volunteers: 
Moira Gardener, Ken Kilback, 
Marlene Rohr, Nancy Vo and 
Gina Wane. Huge thanks to 
all of you, especially Gina who 
recently decided to step up  
and start a new writing group  
in Vancouver!

Critique groups are a great 
way to hone your craft, learn 
from peers, and network with 
fellow writers and illustrators. 
All meetings are currently open 
to both members and non-
members. Contact details and 
upcoming meeting schedules 
are posted on our website.

If you are interested in hosting  
a critique group within  
the Canada West region,  
please contact Anita at  
canadawest@scbwi.org. 

Jami Gigot

Danette Byatt

Gina Wane ready to go at the inaugural 
Vancouver writers’ group, September 
2017. Photo credit: Emily Seo

https://canadawest.scbwi.org/critique-groups/
mailto:canadawest%40scbwi.org?subject=
http://JamiGigot.com
https://danettebyatt.com
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Feature: Notes from the 2017 SCBWI  
Summer Conference
by Ken Kilback

The 46th 
annual summer 
conference was 
held July 7 – 9, 
2017 at what is 
planned to be 
its new home 
location, the JW 
Marriott Los 
Angeles LA LIVE. 
This hotel is part 
of an entertainment district in 
downtown Los Angeles that 
is comprised of such things 
as the STAPLES Center and 
the Grammy Museum (none of 
which I managed to check out), 
and a variety of restaurants 
including the Wolfgang Puck 
Bar & Grill (which I did try to 
check out, but it was closed  
that day). 

Day One
At the Editor’s Panel, one of the 
questions asked of the editors 
was their thoughts on what 
is authentic voice. President 
and Publisher Nancy Paulsen 
(Nancy Paulsen Books/Penguin 
Random House) said that voice 
“comes from deep inside” while 
Executive Editor Sara Sargent 

(Harper 
Collins) 
said that 
authentic 
voice is 
comprised 
of (1) the 
way the 

voice—story, 
character—
sounds; and  
(2) the feeling  
of voice, how  
its emotionality  
rings true. 

Agent Michael 
Stearns, from 
Upstart Crow 

Literary, held a workshop on 
outlining. Whether we consider 
ourselves “pantsers” (writing 
by the seat of our pants) or 
outliners (mapping out the 
story/structure), he suggested 
we should ideally consider 
working with a combination 
of both; in addition, we should 
even abandon whatever outline  
we do have whenever better 
ideas occur. 

At the end of this day, author 
Ruta Sepetys provided us 
with an exclusive preview of 
the trailer for an upcoming 
film that is based on her book 
Between Shades of Gray, about 
a Lithuanian teen and her family 
being sent to Siberia in 1941. 
The title of the actual film will 
be Ashes in the Snow, so as not 
to confuse it with certain other 
book/film titles. 

Day Two
Kat Yeh, author of the middle 
grade novel The Truth About 
Twinkie Pie and the picture book 
The Friend Ship, gave a short 

keynote in 
which she 
said “the 
deep secrets 
that make 
you feel 
alone in the 
world are 
the same 
ones you need to reveal to the 
world” and “the fiction that you 
weave around your emotional 
truths is what makes it real for 
the reader.” 

Tammi Sauer, author of many 
picture books, including Mostly 
Monsterly and Your Alien, 
offered a presentation on the 
revealed secrets of writing 
picture books. Her first point 
was to read, read, read, picture 
books—and not just for fun, but 
to analyse! We must also read 
our manuscripts aloud, checking 
for rhythm in the sentences; 
and, ideally, we should have 
others read out our manuscripts 
to us, so that we can better 
understand the sound of it. 
Sauer is also big on the “Rule of 
Three” for picture books, which 
she said can apply not only 
to the obstacles encountered 
by a character, but also to the 
story’s structure and to various 
elements within the story, the 
possible nature of the elements 
being endless. 

Publisher Nancy 
Paulsen

JW Marriott Los Angeles

Kat Yeh and her book 
The Truth About  
Twinkie Pie

http://www.jacketflap.com/profile.asp?member=kenkilback
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Day Three
During the Picture Book Panel, 
author Tammi Sauer said that 
not only must we create active 
and relatable characters, but 
also flawed ones; in addition, 
when pointing out that the 
main character must encounter 
a big problem or conflict, she 
quoted Mem Fox’s words, “The 
trouble must be trouble on a 
grand scale.” Author-illustrator 
Javaka Steptoe pointed out that 
we must let the subtleties of the 
story we write inform the bigger 
story we want the reader to 
understand. 

In a 
breakout 
session, 
picture book 
author Lisa 
Wheeler 
pointed out 
different 

ways we can show a character’s 
personality: (1) through 
dialogue, what is said and how 
it is said; (2) through action—
both acting and reacting; (3) 
through their names, although 
no “cutesy alliterative” ones; (4) 
through their internal thoughts; 
(5) through the voice of the 
author (she suggested Phyllis 
Root as an excellent example); 
and (6) through 
description, 
although most  
of it is always  
left out. 

At a Keynote, Kelly 
Barnhill, author of 
Newberry Award-
winning The Girl 

Who Drank the Moon, beautifully 
said that “we are writing not 
only for the kids as they are 
now, but for the adults they will 
one day grow to be.” 

Day Four– Post-Conference 
Optional Intensives
After the main conference,  
there was an optional 
day of intensives, some 
for writers and some for 
illustrators. I attended 
a full-day session on 
revision for picture 
books, with founder 
Michael Stearns and 
agent Alexandra Penfold 
of Upstart Crow Literary.  
Using the work of some of  
their clientele, Stearns and 
Penfold connected early 
manuscripts to their revisions 
and to their published versions 
to show us examples of revising 
for such different elements as 
language, length, structure, art, 
and emotion.

Prior to the start of the intensive, 
each attendee had sent in one 
of their stories. In the afternoon, 
Stearns and Penfold read out 
every story and then offered 
their critique of each one. Out of 
30 picture book manuscripts, not 
one appeared to stand out for 
either Stearns or Penfold. Some 
common points that came up: 
(1) naming a character 
in a picture book 
raises that character’s 
importance, so don’t let 
the names overwhelm 
the reader—name 
characters only as 
necessary for the story, 

since “not all characters have 
the same level of importance;” 
(2) more than 50% of the story 
belongs to the illustrator, so 
write accordingly; and (3) 
writers need to know what is at 
stake for a character, where the 
tension is in the story, and what 
is the payoff for the reader.

What Now?
Coming home, I was 
aflame with new 
ways of approaching 
my stories, from 
brainstorming names, 
events/obstacles, 
structure, words and 

more; to outlining ideas and 
dusting off old manuscripts to 
examine them with a fresh, more 
critical eye in light of all that I 
had learned. 

And I am encouraged by what 
author-illustrator Sean Qualls 
said at a Keynote during the 
conference—that you must 
keep showing up and doing 
your work (writing/illustrating), 
you must have faith in your 
work, and you must “be true to 
yourself, flaws and all.” 

Ken Kilback is a former  
SCBWI Canada West RA,  
who runs monthly writers 
critique sessions in Burnaby, 
BC. He is working on picture 

book manuscripts and  
also writes picture  
book reviews.

Lisa Wheeler’s book 
DINO-SOCCER

Kelly Barnhill’s 
book The Girl 
Who Drank  
the Moon

Alexandra Penfold of 
Upstart Crow Literary

Michael Stearns of 
Upstart Crow Literary
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Good News from Our Members

Alison Hughes (Edmonton, AB) welcomed two books this spring and 
summer 2017 (Orca Books): a middle grade called Kings of the Court 
(about basketball and Shakespeare. Weird, but it works!) and a YA 
novel entitled Hit the Ground Running, which has been listed as a 
Junior Library Guild Selection.

Hit the Ground Running has been nominated for a 2017 Governor 
General’s Award, with winners announced November 1. 
Congratulations, Alison! 

Dianne Young (Martensville, SK) is thrilled to announce that she will 
be the author of the first children’s picture book by the creator of the 
Pickles comic strip, Brian Crane. What??? : A Pickles Children’s Book 
with Brian Crane will be published by Baobab Press of Reno, Nevada 
in Fall 2018.

In September 2016, Doug Savage (Vancouver, BC) published the first 
book in his new MG graphic novel series, Laser Moose and Rabbit 
Boy (Andrews McMeel Publishing). The sequel, Laser Moose and 
Rabbit Boy: Disco Fever, will be out October 2017!

G. Rosemary Ludlow (Vancouver, BC) is pleased to announce that 
Lady Knight, the third book in her Crystal Journal series published by 
Comwave Publishing House Inc; will be released September 29, 2017. 
This MG adventure time-slips Susan into medieval Europe where she 
must use her resourcefulness and courage to help a royal runaway 
as well as children embroiled in the Children’s Crusade. The book 
aims to give a sense of what it was like to live and travel in the Holy 
Roman Empire in the year 1212.

Her other series titles include A Rare Gift (2016), which has been 
short listed for BC’s 2017 Chocolate Lily award and sees Susan 
assisting immigrant orphans arriving in New York circa 1860s; and 
Pharoah’s Tomb which sees Susan adventuring through Ancient 
Egypt.

G. Rosemary Ludlow is now working on the plot outline for Book 4. It 
has the working title Freedom.

For more information about her books, including teacher suggestions 
for further study, please visit: grosemaryludlow.com

https://www.alisonhughesbooks.com
http://ggbooks.ca/
http://ggbooks.ca/
http://dianneyoung.ca/
http://www.dougsavage.com/
http://grosemaryludlow.com
http://grosemaryludlow.com
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Jami Gigot’s (Vancouver, BC) picture book, Seb and the Sun, is 
coming out on March 20, 2018. 

Seb lives in a sleepy coastal town so far north, the sun does not shine 
in winter and the days are cold, dreary, and dark as night. Along with 
his friend Walrus, he makes a plan, collects supplies, and rows far 
out to sea. Will Seb and Walrus be able to find the sun and bring its 
light and warmth back to their town?

Janice Liu (Burnaby, BC) and her collaborator Naomi Cui have 
wrapped up a year-long self-directed comic project for Project 40 
Collective. CHICKEN SOUP & GOJI BERRIES 中药鸡汤, a 6-chapter 
bilingual comic that explores the connections across languages, 
cultures, and generations that can exist within one Chinese-Canadian 
family, is now available to read in full at chickensoupcomic.com.

Joan Marie Galat (Alberta) has a number of new books to announce:

Dark Matters – Nature’s Reaction to Light Pollution (Red Deer Press, 
2017) introduces young readers to the fragile animals impacted by 
light at night. This book partners personal stories and includes 
suggestions on how young people can reduce light pollution. 

Cats (National Geographic Kids, 2017). From house cats to big 
cats, young readers learn all about their favourite felines in this co-
reader—a book designed to be read aloud together by a child who is 
learning to read and a more fluent reader.

Maker Projects for Kids Who Love Printmaking (Crabtree Publishing 
Company, 2017) is part of the Be a Maker! series for ages 9-12. From 
creating their own art tools to making a screen print unique to their 
personal style, this title helps readers express creativity through the 
various forms of printmaking.

Joan took the idea of launching her fall 2016 release literally. She 
launched Dot to Dot in the Sky, Stories of the Aurora (Whitecap 
Books) in a rocket up and over The Telus World of Science in 
Edmonton. You can watch the launch via her website or by searching 
her name on YouTube.

http://JamiGigot.com
http://www.janiceliu.com/
http://p40collective.ca/
http://p40collective.ca/
http://chickensoupcomic.com
http://joangalat.com
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Karen Spafford-Fitz (Edmonton, AB) is delighted to share the news of 
her third YA novel. Released in August 2017, Saving Grad (Lorimer 
Books) features seventeen-year-old protagonist, Vienna Fleury. When 
Vienna’s abusive stepfather comes for her at her graduation party, 
Vienna must save her friends, her mother and herself. Karen has also 
signed a contract for her fourth book, tentatively called Not On My 
Street (Orca Books), which will be released in fall 2018.

Margriet Ruurs (Salt Spring Island, BC) was named the winner of 
the 10th annual Bolen Books Children’s Book Prize in Victoria for 
Stepping Stones: A Refugee Family’s Journey. Her newest books are 
Birthdays Around The World (Kids Can Press) and The Elephant 
Keeper (Kids Can Press) which received a starred review in Kirkus.
This fall, Margriet was scheduled to speak at Word on the Street in 
Lethbridge and at the Vancouver International Writers Festival.

Mary McKenna Siddals (British Columbia) is thrilled to announce 
that her first picture book, Tell Me a Season, published in 1997 
and still in print today, was selected by the Children’s Literature 
Association as the recipient of the 2017 Phoenix Picture Book Award, 
which “recognizes a picture book published twenty years previously 
that did not win a major award at that time, but that the committee 
has determined to be of lasting value”.

Nancy Vo’s (Vancouver, BC) debut picture book, The Outlaw, will be 
published by Groundwood Books in Spring 2018. The Outlaw is the 
first book in a trilogy, which will be followed by The Ranger and  
The Priest.

Anita Miettunen’s first book, Big Blue 
Forever, was published in January 2017 
and she has been enjoying readings 
at a few bookstores and museums in 
Vancouver and Toronto. She thanks  
her SCBWI critique group for all of  
their support!

http://karenspafford-fitz.com
http://margrietruurs.com
http://www.siddals.com
http://www.nancyvo.com/
http://www.anitamiettunen.com/
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Raymond Nakamura (Vancouver, BC) 
shared his story Peach Girl at Vancouver’s 
Powell Street Festival in August 2017 with 
poet Sally Ito.

Find his book Peach Girl at  
pajamapress.ca.

On Saturday, September 23, many 
gathered in Calgary for the launch of 
Leanne Shirtliffe’s picture book, I LOVE 
SHARKS, TOO! Activities included walk-
the-plank, pin the tooth on the shark, how 
big are you compared to a Great White?, 
ask a shark expert, feed the shark, and 
make your own shark hat. Owl’s Nest 
Books even sold out, an added bonus to  
a great afternoon.

http://www.raymondsbrain.com
http://pajamapress.ca/author/raymond_nakamura/
http://leanneshirtliffe.com
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Illustrators’ Exhibit
by Nancy Vo

SCBWI Canada West Illustrators will be exhibiting 
at the Lynn Valley Library in North Vancouver.  
The show for Children’s Book Illustrations will  
run from 7th February to 9th April 2018. The 
following members will have work on display:

• Jennifer Barr

• Emily Bourke

• Monica Muller

• Scot Ritchie

• Ken Rolston

• Doug Savage

• Sara Theuerkauf

• Derek Toye

• Holman Wang

This will be an excellent opportunity to showcase 
both our PAL and pre-published members. Pencil  
in the dates to see some great work!

Terry Pearson

Post & tweet: 
Volunteers Needed! 
We are looking for 1 or 2 SCBWI members who enjoy 
social media and who would be willing to help us 
update our SCBWI Canada West FB and Twitter 
postings on a regular basis. This involves posting/
reminding about our monthly events; retweeting/
announcing members’ book news and general  
content of interest to members (e.g. book launches, 
new releases, Canadian author info, tidbits about 
skills/craft, relevant news from publishers, etc.).

Since everything is done online, even members living 
in remoter parts of our region could help! So if you 
enjoy using social media and would like to try this 
out for a short block of time or a longer period, please 
email us at: canadawest@scbwi.org.

Jami Gigot

http://www.nancyvo.com/
http://terrypearson.weebly.com/illustrations.html
mailto:canadawest%40scbwi.org?subject=
http://JamiGigot.com
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Interview with Joan Marie Galat, Winner of 
the SCBWI Crystal Kite Award (Canada)
by Anita Miettunen

Joan Marie Galat is an 
international, award-winning 
author of more than a dozen 
books, including the Canadian 
best seller Dot to Dot in the Sky, 
Stories in the Stars. She is well 
known for her “Dot to Dot in 
the Sky” books and her 2016 
title from this series, Stories of 
the Aurora (Whitecap Books; 
illustrated by Lorna Bennett), 
recently won the 2017 Crystal 
Kite Award for Canada. I 
contacted Joan to ask her what 
it was like to win this peer-given 
award and she was kind enough 
to take time from her busy 
schedule to share her thoughts 
about Stories of the Aurora and 
her writing experience. 

Anita: Congratulations on your 
2017 Crystal Kite Award! How 
did you find out about this 
wonderful win?

Joan: I was 
in Kugluktuk, 
a remote 
community in 
Nunavut on the 
TD Canadian 
Children’s Book 
Week tour when 
SCBWI’s email 
arrived to tell 
me Stories of the 
Aurora won the 
Crystal Kite Award for Canada. 
I couldn’t believe it! Canada is a 
huge country with an incredible 
number of exceptional creators. 

The award seemed quite out of 
reach and when I saw the book 
had become a semi-finalist, 
I thought that was nice but 
maybe something 
was wrong with 
the computer. 

The SCBWI 
asked me to 
keep the news 
quiet until the 
official press 
coverage took 
place. I remember 
thinking how 
trusting they were! I did as 
instructed (being in the Arctic 
Circle helped) but was pretty 
sure my warm fuzzy feeling 
would melt the ice cap. I’m 
humbled by this recognition 
and thankful for the SCBWI’s 
work to recognize and inspire 
children’s book creators. 

Anita: How did 
you come up with 
the idea for your 
book?

Joan: I wrote 
about the aurora 
because it’s 
impossible 
to watch the 
northern lights 
and not feel a 

sense of wonder. 
I wanted to encourage people 
to think about what it must 
have been like before we had 

science to explain night sky 
phenomena. Early cultures 
seeing auroras wondered, “What 
is going on? Is it a good sign? A 

bad one?” Stories 
of the Aurora is 
the fifth title in 
my Dot to Dot in 
the Sky series, 
which partners 
sky science with 
the stories ancient 
cultures first told 
to explain night 
sky mysteries. 

Anita: Tell us a bit about the 
process for writing this book.

Joan: Before retelling a myth, 
I collect a minimum of three 
references. I’m very fussy 
about sources and the research 
can take a long time. My goal 
is to truly know the story so 
that I can put it into my own 
words. I keep in mind how it 
will sound orally as I want the 
tales to work well if read aloud. 
It can take four to six months 
to research and write a Dot to 
Dot in the Sky book because 
I’m simultaneously juggling 
freelance writing, editing, and 
touring. The variety keeps me 
energized. 

Anita: Has Stories of the 
Aurora won other awards?

Joan: Yes, along with winning 
Canada’s SCBWI 2017 Crystal 

http://www.anitamiettunen.com/
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Kite Award (thanks to all voters!), 
it has won a Skipping Stones 
Award, Outdoor Writers of 
Canada communications award 
(second place), and honourable 
mention from the Canadian 
Authors Association - Alberta 
Branch. It is shortlisted for the 
2017/18 Hackmatack and Red 
Cedar Awards. 

Anita: Wow, that’s fantastic! 
Can you share some tips for 
writers hoping to write and 
publish a non-fiction book?

Joan: Aspiring children’s 
nonfiction authors will gain 
perspective by reading what’s 
currently being published and 
paying attention to who is 
publishing what kind of book. 
It’s important to distinguish 
between educational and trade 
publishers and consider where 
a project will best fit, keeping 
in mind educational book 
ideas are typically generated 
in-house. Read critically, noting 
length, style, and the many 
creative approaches to exploring 
a topic. The book reviews in 
the Canadian Children’s Book 
Centre magazine will provide 
much inspiration. 

Anita: Any final words for our 
readers? 

Joan: More than anything, 
getting published takes all kinds 
of persistence. It’s not enough to 
be a good writer with a fine idea; 
you have to learn the business 
of getting published. However, 
if it was too easy, it wouldn’t be 
nearly as satisfying. 

Anita: Thank you for sharing 
your thoughts, and again, 
congratulations on your award!

Joan Galat writes from an 
acreage, just outside Edmonton, 
Alberta. A frequent speaker, 
Joan’s night sky talks have 
taken her from Canada’s Arctic 
Circle to a United Nations event 
in Seoul. You can read more 
about her latest book releases in 
our newsletter’s “Good News” 
section and by visiting her 
website: joangalat.com.

Janice Liu

http://joangalat.com
http://JaniceLiu.com
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Miscellaneous Photos

Summer crit-nic  (Vancouver, August 2017) 

Illustrator meetups 

SCBWI Western Washington Conference (Redmond, WA, April 2017)
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