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Introduction 
By Dani Duck 
 

 

   Illustration by Tanja Russita 

 
The cold months of winter are upon us. 
Although winter is my least favorite season, I 
do enjoy the many wonderful events that 
happen in these icy months. One of the most 
celebrated of these events is the New Year. The 
days approaching New Year's Eve are 
traditionally a time to wipe the slate clean of 
the past. New Year's Day is a time of rebirth 
when many make resolutions. Most break their 
resolutions before January ends. It's not the 
goal that's the problem, but the resolution's 
unforgiving nature.  
 
Moving forward: If any of you break a 
resolution before this year's end be sure to 
forgive yourself! Forgive and make new goals. 
Don't give up on the year (or yourself). Get 
organized, get busy and gain inspiration from 
your fellow Writers and Illustrators. Good luck 
to you in the coming year! 

 

Upcoming events 
Mark your calendars! The SCBWI Canada West Illustrators group is pleased to announce their upcoming 
show, "Cultivating Imagination: Children's Picture Book Illustration". The show features works by 9 
members: Akemi Ito, Anita Miettunen, Anne Lei-Yeung So, Cyndi Marko, Dani Duck, Helen Juhasz, Jami 
Gigot, Lisa Cinar, and Nancy Vo. 
 
The details are as follows: 

 Dates: Wednesday, February 10, 2016 to Tuesday, March 29, 2016 

 Location: Lynn Valley Main Library, 1277 Lynn Valley Road, North Vancouver, BC 

 Opening Reception with artists: Saturday, February 13, 2 - 4pm 
 
The exhibition space (two walls) is on the 2nd floor of the library, plus there is a small wall area on the 
main floor (next to fireplace). The opening reception is a great chance to mingle with the artists, as well 
as check out all the great illustrations! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.daniduck.com/
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Call for submissions etc. 
 

Disclaimer:  SCBWI Canada West periodically distributes information about events, contests, and other 
items that are likely of interest to writers and illustrators. We have no further knowledge of these 
items, and passing along this information does not constitute an endorsement. Please follow up on all 
aspects of these items on your own. Neither SCBWI Canada West nor any of its representatives can be 
held responsible for any outcomes, positive or negative, of you following up this information. 

 

 Seeking Aboriginal illustrator for children’s book project: Caitlin Press is seeking expressions of 
interest from First Nations, Inuit and Metis artists for the creation of contemporary illustrations 
for upcoming children’s book projects. 

 A.M. Heath Literary Agents: Children's book agent looking for new clients. 

 World illustration Awards 2016: Work entered for the competition must have been created or 
published between January 1st 2015 to close of competition February 2016 (entry fee to enter). 

 

Good news from our members 
Congratulations to some of our members for their recent success! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 2016 SCBWI Tomie dePaola Award winners  

 SCBWI's Tomie dePaola Award Gallery 
 

 

 Karyn Henwood is thrilled to announce that she launched her 
picture book, Too Hot to Moo, in September 2015. Illustrated by 
Bonnie Lemaire and published by Friesen Press, this giggle-filled 
fictional story is based on the real-life events of a cow getting 
into the family swimming pool.  

 
 

 

 Jami Gigot's first picture book, Mae and the Moon (Ripple Grove 
Press), which she wrote and illustrated, was published 
September 8, 2015!  An enthusiastic crowd of supporters 
gathered on September 26 at Circus Play Café (in Vancouver, BC) 
to help celebrate Jami's book launch. Jami gave a reading, 
described her writing process, and answered questions, while 
attendees enjoyed a big screen view of art excerpts from her 
book. It was a wonderful occasion to mark the publication of 
Jami's first children's book.  

 

 

 Nicholas Hong was one of the recipients of an SCBWI 
Mentorship Award when at the 2015 SCBWI LA Summer 
Conference. The goal of the award is to identify, develop and 
nurture publishable illustrators; and each mentee receives 
advanced level critiques and mentoring. Read an interview with 
Nicholas about receiving the award. 

http://caitlin-press.com/seeking-aboriginal-illustrator-for-childrens-book-project/
http://www.amheath.com/submissions
http://www.theaoi.com/awards/enter-info.php
http://www.scbwi.org/2016-scbwi-tomie-depaola-winners/
http://scbwicontest.blogspot.ca/
http://www.karynhenwood.com/
http://www.jamigigot.com/
http://www.nicholashongart.com/
http://kidlitartists.blogspot.ca/2015/09/interview-with-new-scbwi-mentee.html
http://kidlitartists.blogspot.ca/2015/09/interview-with-new-scbwi-mentee.html
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 Alison Hughes had three new books published in 2015:  
o Gerbil, Un-Curled—a picture book published by Fitzhenry 

& Whiteside in August—is about a Gerbil who keeps all 
the important Gerbil Mottos except for Curl Up Nose to 
Toes when it’s time to sleep. 

o Beatrice More Moves In—an early chapter book 
published by Orca in November—is about a list-making, 
hyper-organized, perfectionist third-grader whose laid-
back parents and messy little sister consistently frustrate 
her high standards. 

o Lost in the Backyard—a middle-grade novel published by 
Orca in April—is about a boy named Flynn who hates the 
outdoors but gets lost in the wilderness behind his 
parents’ friends’ house and realizes how hopelessly inept 
he is at survival techniques. Lost in the Backyard has 
been nominated for the Silver Birch Award. 

 
 

 

 Brenda Leahy Johnson is pleased to announce that her first YA 
historical novel, The Art of Rebellion, will be published by 
Rebelight Publishing in the spring of 2016. In it, 16-year old 
Gabrielle runs away from her provincial home (and an upcoming 
arranged marriage) to Paris, where she hopes to pursue her 
passion for art—only to discover that the grandmother she’d 
hoped to live with has disappeared under mysterious 
circumstances.  

 
 

 

 Anita Miettunen's non-fiction picture book, Big Blue Forever, 
has been accepted for publication by Red Deer Press. This will be 
a photo-based children's book that tells the story of Canada's 
largest blue whale skeleton, which is on display at the Beaty 
Biodiversity Museum in Vancouver, BC. The expected publication 
date is June 2016.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.alisonhughesbooks.com/
http://www.rebelight.com/?p=461
http://www.anitamiettunen.com/
http://bigblueforever.com/
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Illustrations from some of our international members 
 
Sofia Gali (Athens, Greece): 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tanja Russita (Tromsø, Norway):  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 

http://www.mirumonster.blogspot.com/
http://tanjarussita.com/
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Stathis Petropoulos (Athens, Greece): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.stathispetropoulos.com/
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Niki Leonidou (Magoula, Greece) 
 
 
  

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

  

http://www.nikileonidou.com/
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The highlights of a writing retreat 
By Yolanda Ridge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Logistics aside, I wanted to spend a week with children’s authors who were serious about their craft. I 
was struggling to revise my first YA novel, but I had no idea how much more I would gain from the 
experience.  
 
Being surrounded by sixteen attendees, all eager to improve their craft, and six faculty members, all 
eager to share their expertise, produced an atmosphere that buzzed with creativity. I received feedback 
on my entire novel from my very talented mentor, Jennifer Jacobson, at the beginning and end of the 
retreat, and I workshopped scenes with groups of seasoned writers. Every evening we gathered 
together to learn about process, share techniques, and search for the emotional core of our writing.   
 
The best part was being able to apply all this directly to my work in progress. Even when I was chatting 
with other attendees, I was never far from my own novel. Providing feedback on other people’s writing 
often sparked ideas for my own story. Late night conversations and early morning yoga energized me 
through full days of complete immersion in my writing.   
 
There were no distractions (apart from some teary bedtime calls). I didn’t have to drive, cook or clean 
(the food was amazing and the private accommodation very comfortable). More importantly, I didn’t 
have to give any mental energy to anyone’s well-being other than my characters.  
 
As the week progressed, I knew my novel had evolved from okay to great. As I packed to leave, it wasn’t 
just my new friends I was sad to say good-bye to. It was the bittersweet end to an all-consuming affair 
with my story and its characters.   
 
Here’s what I took home with me: new online friends and critique partners, a deeper understanding of 
my creative process, and a substantially revised manuscript. Once again, my characters have to compete 
for attention, but I now know them well enough to give them what they need. I’m very grateful to 
Access Copyright for giving me and my novel ‘the impossible’.   
 
Yolanda Ridge, author of Trouble in the Trees and Road Block, has another middle grade novel, Inside 
Hudson Pickle, forthcoming from Kids Can Press. She lives in the Monashee Mountains, where she 
sometimes feels isolated from her SCBWI friends.  

I started writing fiction shortly after the birth of my twin sons, and I’ve fit 
it into the nooks and crannies of my life ever since. Going on a writing 
retreat was a dream I was too sleep deprived to have. In addition to my 
‘at home’ responsibilities, my extremely modest writing salary and 
remote location made it seem impossible. 
 
These obstacles crumbled when I received an Access Copyright 
Professional Development Grant to attend the Highlights Whole Novel 
Workshop in August. To be honest, I choose this particular retreat for 
logistical reasons. The Highlights Campus in Honesdale, Pennsylvania is 
close to where my mom (‘the babysitter’) lives, and the dates fit with 
other commitments. 

 
Image: The retreat area 

 

http://yolandaridge.com/
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Autumn abundance 
By Nancy Vo 

 
Autumn is a time of abundance. For book lovers, October is a cornucopia of local literary 
events clustered around celebrations of thanks and feasting, capped off by fireworks 
and ghouls. Special one-time events made this an especially busy October. If you missed 
out this year, take note for next year.  
 
Events that SCBWI members took part in include: 

 The Illustrated Alice: Celebrating 150 Years of Alice - October 6-31, 2015, Irving 

K. Barber Learning Centre 

 IBBY International Exhibit of Wordless Picture Books - October 1-22, 2015,  

Irving K. Barber Learning Centre 

 Vancouver Writer’s Fest - October 20-25, 2015, Granville Island 

 Alcuin Society Design Awards Vancouver - October 15, 2015, Emily Carr 

University of Art and Design 

 Alcuin Society Wayzgoose - October 31, 2015 , Vancouver Public Library 

 

The Illustrated Alice:  Celebrating 150 years of Alice 

  
 
 

  

UBC Library’s Rare Books and Special 
Collections displayed their books and 
illustrations of Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland. The event 
marked the 150th anniversary of the 
book’s first publication. Most readers are 
familiar with the version of Alice 
presented by the original illustrator, Sir 
John Tenniel. 
 
Image: Two copies of Through the Looking Glass, 
1879, illustrated by John Tenniel 

There were many other illustrated Alice’s 
Adventures from the late 1800s to present 
day.  
 
Some familiar illustrators included: Arthur 
Rackham, Tove Jansson, and Lisbeth 
Zwerger, as well as a noteworthy copy of 
Lewis Carroll’s original manuscript and 
drawings. 
 
Image: Alice, illustrated by Iassen Ghiuselev, Lisbeth 
Zwerger, Andrea D’Aquino, Tove Jannson 

http://www.nancyvo.com/
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IBBY International Exhibit of Wordless Picture Books 
The same day that the SCBWI group toured 150 Years of Alice, the IBBY (International 
Board on Books for Young People) Wordless Picture Books Exhibit was also showing at 
UBC Library’s Rare Books and Special Collections. It was a chance to become acquainted 
with international wordless picture books from 23 countries.  
 
The most notable books were from Belgium, France, Italy, Korea, Netherlands, Spain, 
and the UK. These books form part of the children’s library on the island of Lampedusa 
in Italy, where many refugees arrive from Africa and the Middle East. The library is used 
by local and migrant children.  
 

  
 

Vancouver Writers Fest 
This annual event is well-anticipated amongst bibliophiles. The authors ranged from 
picture book to adult novel writers – something for everyone. 
 
Some of us saw Cybèle Young discuss her process and sculptures in her latest picture 
book, Some Things I’ve Lost. Some of us went to hear Patrick deWitt talk about his 
novels, including his award-winning book: Sisters Brothers.  

 

  
 
 
 
 

Authors publishing for young readers this year 
included Kallie George, Susin Nielsen, Kenneth 
Oppel, Mélanie Watt, and Paul Yee. 
 
Image:  Cybèle Young talking about paper sculptures and 
transformations 

The exhibit tour included: 
Edmonton (August 28 to September 
18),  
Vancouver (October 1 to 22), and 
Toronto (November 2 to December 
11). 
 
Image: The Chicken Thief defies stereotypes 
in a funny wordless chase 
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Alcuin Society Design Awards Vancouver 
A panel of judges presented Awards for Excellence in Book Design to nominees in 
several categories. This award recognizes book designers who are responsible for details 
such as endpapers, thread colour, print finish, and typeface – basically the look-and-feel 
of the book.  
 
Sometimes, the illustrator has a role in book design, as was the case of Julie Morstad.  
She shared a second place win with CS Richardson for, Julia, Child, by Kyo MacLear.  
 
Alcuin Society Book Design Awards were also held in Toronto. At Vancouver’s event a 
panel of book designers and illustrators focused on children’s books.  

Alcuin Society Wayzgoose 
 

 
 
In closing - mark your calendar for next year and be inspired.  
 
Nancy Vo is a member of SCBWI, working on picture books.  You can see more of her work on her NVO 
website.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Alcuin Society was busy right to the end of the month. In addition to 
the Book Design Awards, they hosted their biennial event, the Wayzgoose, 
at the Vancouver Public Library. Wayzgoose is open to the public and 
showcases local book artists, printers, bookbinders, and letterpress. Some 
of the works of the late Jim Rimmer (1934-2010), designer of several 
typefaces and proprietor of Pie Tree Press, were on display and presented 
by his grandson, Alex Rimmer. 

 
Illustration by Patricia Pinsk:  Rooster  

http://alcuinsociety.com/awards/
http://www.nancyvo.com/
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Pantser versus plotter – Writing YA Fiction 
by Glenn Lindsey  
 
A pantser is someone who, “flies by the seat of their pants,” meaning they don't plan out anything, or 
plan very little. |footnote 1 

 
There’s lots of discussion in writer’s circles about the merits of flying by the seat of your pants. The very 
phrase, however, paints the pantser with a pejorative hue. 
 
This is unfair. However, the pantser approach to writing fiction can get you in trouble especially in the 
‘second act’ when your writing might start to bog down.  
 
I like to think of pantsing as writing from the right side of the brain—it’s very creative, lots of fun.  On 
the other hand, I like to think of plotting as writing from the left side—more structured, lots of focus. 
 
In a recent YA writing class with Robin Stevenson at UVIC (Writing, Revising and Publishing Young Adult 
Fiction), she asked her nine student writers “Are you a pantser or are you a plotter?” Seven were 
pantsers, one (me) was a plotter, and one was not certain. 
 
I would like to suggest a whole brain approach to writing YA fiction. My suggestion comes from writing 
screenplays, which requires a very structured approach to creating the story. Terms like ‘inciting 
incident’ and ‘plot points’ provide a very clear focus and structure for developing the plot. The book 
titled Writing Movies |footnote 2 details how this structured approach to story writing works for movies. 
 
So how do I use the whole brain approach in writing YA fiction? 

1. Left brain - I conceive the story and write out a logline –  

 Example logline from IMDB   |footnote 3 for Divergent:  
“In a world divided by factions based on virtues, Tris learns she’s Divergent and 
won't fit in. When she discovers a plot to destroy Divergents, Tris and the 
mysterious Four must find out what makes Divergents dangerous before it's too 
late.” 

2. Right brain - I plot out the inciting incident, the plot points, and the beats in between. 
3. Left brain - I write a short synopsis for the inciting incident, each plot point, and each beat. 
4. Whole brain - I write the complete story using the sequence of plot points and beats (right 

brain). At any time I add, modify, or delete depending on creative inspiration (left brain). 
 

Give the whole brain approach to writing YA fiction a try. It will give you the best of the right and left 
brain, and help you be more productive, more quickly. 
 
Footnote 1: The Pros and Cons of Plotters and Pantsers 
Footnote 2:  Gotham Writers’ Workshop Faculty. 2006. Writing Movies: The Practical Guide to Creating Stellar Screen Plays. Edited by 
Alexander Steele. New York, Bloomsbury Press. 
Footnote 3:  Internet Movie Database (IMDb) 
 

Glenn Lindsey is a member of SCBWI and a writer of MG and YA fiction who lives in Victoria. Born in 
Toronto, he has an M.Ed. from Brock University. He's finished the first part of a YA trilogy titled Hidden 
Charm: The Lost Treasures of Orion, and he's working on an MG novel titled Billy Fender PI: The Dead 
Rabbit Case. He's a published journalist, having written articles for the Boulevard magazine, the Douglas 
magazine, and TCA (The Canadian Amateur - a radio amateur magazine.) 
 

http://www.glennlindsey.com/
https://thewritepractice.com/plotters-pantsers/
http://www.imdb.com/

